Calgary Science School
5915 Lewis Dr. SW
Calgary, AB T3E 574

Tel: 403.282.2890
Fax: 403.282.2896
www.calgaryscienceschool.com

May 18, 2010
Dear Grade 5 Parents,

As we finalize the schedule for next year, we would like to inform you of a few
details regarding the Grade 6 music program for this upcoming school year. As a new
initiative at CSS, we want the Calgary Science School Gr. 6 students to experience a
comprehensive and exciting music program. The purpose of this new program is to provide
students an opportunity to continue in the regular Grade 6 music program curriculum that
is requested by Alberta Education, but to enrich it with the opportunity to play a musical
instrument beyond performing recorders and xylophones. Toward that end, we will be
implementing a compulsory band program at grade 6.

By having this early exposure to elementary band in Grade 6, students can make an
informed decision about continuing in band in Grade 7 and beyond in an optional capacity.
Grade 6 band programs involving all students, have shown in many schools to be very
successful in building the awareness of instrumental music to students when they are young
and enthusiastic, and because of this success, we would like to pilot this program in 2010-
2011.

We want to give parents and students an opportunity to seek information and ask
questions about the band program before we finalize the implementation of the compulsory
band program for our grade sixes. We invite your feedback and questions, so please contact
me at darrell.l@calgaryscienceschool.com or by phone at 403-282-2890 ext. 122 if you
choose to do so.!
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Student engagement in band programs has been shown to contribute to academic
success and enhance learning skills. Participating in a band program allows students to
develop greater musical appreciation, maturity and responsibility.

Building a healthy band program at the Calgary Science School by implementing a
compulsory band program at grade 6 will ensure an adequate number of beginners are
entering the program each year, while at the same time allowing us to retain as many
students as possible throughout the band program at each subsequent grade level. This will
expand the school’s regular music program as well as give an opportunity to students who
wish to expose themselves to future band programs. Research shows:

“Benefits All Students — Not Just Talented”

“How is this possible? The frequent perception is that only “falented” students join music classes
and these students tend to abways score well on academic assessments. Yet, because the data are
taken from the entire state student population and include expanded cultural and academic



demographics, the new data show that participation in school music education activities can benefit
ALL students, not just the “talented” few.”

“Multi-Sensorial Learning Correlates to Academic Success”

“The stereotypical perception of K-12 music education is the marching band performing for football

games, the chorus singing at the opening of a new store, or young children performing a holiday
concert. These activities are the end product of an education process that requires a multi-sensorial
learning focus for students. Students in music classes must develop skills in anral listening, decision-
making, spatial reasoning, kinesthetic movement, eye-hand coordination, and oral communication.
Research has shown that the development of these skills correlates to academic success in areas such
as reading, mathematics, langnage development, communication skills, and critical thinking”

This research taken frolteven N. Kelly of Banddirector.com
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After trying these instruments, students will pick their top three choices (you will want
to have some options when working with such a large program). Students wishing to play
instruments that are not from the above list can be discussed with Mr. Bolen. Percussion
instruments are delegated very carefully and each student will have the opportunity to try
them. However, as typical of most introductory band programs, beginning band students
are encouraged to play one of the woodwind or brass instruments before introducing
another instrument to the band. Every efforts will be to match students with not only an
instrument that is of interest to them, but one that is also suited to them.
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There are some initial costs involved in starting up a band program. Because band is still a
new program to CSS, the school does not own its own band instruments and therefore the
cost of supplying instruments and supplies needs to come from parents. There are
programs in place to help provide the opportunity for students to try instruments. St. John’s
Music has reasonably priced instrumental rental and rent-to-own programs (new and
second-hand instruments). As well, the school has a small bursary program for parents
who are not in the position to afford some or all of the program.

The average cost to rent these instruments each month range from 25 to 50 dollars per
month. There are options to purchase second-hand instruments. I also know that some
families already own instruments, and there can be some consideration for this preference
of instruments where families own instruments.
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students the chance to try out the instruments and then choose their top two choices. There
will also be two evenings where parents will have the opportunity to rent instruments. K5#!
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Q;?RH!&S$!'5#'S00!T8/= There will be a band handbook where we will explain in further
detail and outline the band year to parents and students. This will give parents
opportunities to ask questions and get answers regarding the upcoming school year.

Parents need to only attend one of the evenings.
I

HPHIUAF- TS24 |

May Band Recruitment

June Band Rental Night

August Band Clinics - ex. Head Start Band

October Opening Fall Concert

Dec Winter Concert

Feb Festivals

March Spring Concert

April/May ***Possible Spring Tour/Performances***
June Summer Concert
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If parents cannot attend either evening, please contact Andrew Bolen
andrew.b@calgaryscienceschool.com to setup an appointment for this information.

Sincerely,

Darrell Lonsberry
Principal



